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Even in ancient times, long before the invention of writing, people needed a 
variety of knowledge to solve problems, problems and questions. They concerned the 
behavior of animals, signs of edible and non-edible plants, rules of personal and 
social behavior, hunting and military techniques, information about navigation, 
climate, heavenly bodies, healing, religious rites, witchcraft spells, funeral customs 
and much more. The longer a person lived, the better memory, observation and the 
ability to transmit this information he possessed, the more he knew and the more 
influence he could use in his craft, clan, community or tribe. The one who surpassed 
all others with similar abilities and knowledge turned out to be an adviser, teacher or 
mentor of life. Such people, as a rule, were called wise men. One of the modern 
researchers even noticed that the death of the sage for his tribesmen was a heavy 
blow, similar in its significance to the death from the fire of a large national library. 
The sages not only kept the accumulated experience, but also passed it on to the next 
generations, striving to highlight and consolidate all the most valuable, important for 
the survival of their relatives and tribesmen. 
However, the traditional wisdom was essentially conservative. It was the result 
of thousands of years of accumulated experience and practical ideas. Its changes were 
as slow as the changes in the traditional way of life of ancient man. But already 
during the great historical turning point caused by the agrarian and craft revolution, 
the transition to settlement, the creation of cities and the invention of writing, events 
began to develop so rapidly that the old traditional wisdom was not enough. People 
who used to be consumers of natural goods began to become more and more creators 
of the conditions of their existence. The attitude of a person to the world has changed, 
and the impact of the world on a person has changed. Everything required a deep 
understanding, a new understanding, a new approach to the very activity of man, his 
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spiritual world, his consciousness. The old wisdom turned out to be unsuitable in the 
new conditions. Society needed a new attitude to wisdom, a new attitude to the world. 
This caused the emergence of a new type of thinkers - philosophers. 
The former philosophy was most often considered, for example, by Marxism as 
the science of the most general laws of movement and development in nature, 
society, and thinking. Such an understanding, in our opinion, is inaccurate. It was 
objected to by a number of philosophers already in the Perestroika period. Thus, 
Professor A.I. Rakitov notes that many philosophical schools and teachings 
understood and understand philosophy differently and do not pretend to discover the 
most general laws of nature, society and thinking, since the latter clearly bears the 
imprint of the natural philosophical interpretation of philosophy as the "science of 
sciences". In the ancient world, the author further emphasizes, when philosophy and 
science were not yet separated, and philosophers at the same time, as a rule, were 
scientists engaged in mathematics, geography, astronomy, laws of cognition, etc., 
these claims were still somehow justified. In the Middle Ages, when philosophy, 
which was essentially the servant of theology, also claimed to be the judge who 
passed the final verdict on all the problems of the universe, there were also some 
grounds for this. But in modern times of very rapid development and flourishing of 
science and technology and the continuing further specialization of various sciences, 
philosophy is simply not able to cover all scientific knowledge and compete with 
scientific specialists. 
Each science does not consider the world as a whole, but only a certain fragment 
of it, a certain side, a limited image, uses special methods inaccessible to anyone 
except specialist scientists, relies on experiment and accurate observations, uses 
instruments, etc. There is nothing like this in the field of philosophy and 
philosophical cognition, other forms and methods are used here, close to such spheres 
of activity as art, politics, religion, etc. D., which, not being a science, deserve the 
closest attention and have a huge impact on the development of society, the formation 
of its consciousness and culture. 
On the other hand, it is impossible to deny the connection of philosophy with 
science and the presence of a number of philosophical schools of clearly expressed 
signs of scientific character. Like any scientific knowledge, philosophical knowledge 
is systematic, consistent, like science, philosophical knowledge is organized, and 
some of its provisions should follow from others in accordance with the rules of 
logic. Like scientific knowledge, philosophical knowledge is evidence-based. They 
are based not on faith, not on mystical revelation, not on mood or emotions, but on 
reasoned arguments. As a science, philosophy, first of all, strives for the truth. It 
develops knowledge that is objective and independent of subjective arbitrariness, 
giving us information about special real processes and relationships. But this is the 
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end of the similarity with science. Philosophy faces special tasks that no science 
solves and cannot solve. Philosophy can only be useful to scientists, politicians, 
economists, educators, and artists to the extent that it solves its own problems. 
Philosophical problems inevitably arise in all spheres of activity and especially 
cognition, on the solution of which their condition and development largely depend. 
Society is a complex, multifaceted, object. Various aspects of it are studied by 
various sciences. In the modern world, it is well known that sociology studies social 
laws and institutions, social structure and stratification, the functioning and 
development of social systems of various levels, social ties and interactions. Another 
important science in the complex of social cognition is psychology, which studies the 
inner world of a person, the laws of the formation and functioning of the mental. At 
the junction of these two sciences, sociology and psychology, a new scientific 
discipline was formed - in which social psychology, the subject is general and 
specific patterns of the emergence, development, transformation of socio-
psychological phenomena (these are social moods, feelings, habits, traditions, norms 
of human behavior). Another important place in social cognition is occupied by 
historical science, which explores general social laws through the prism of analyzing 
specific, single facts.  
Historical science, revealing the laws of social development, shows each 
historical phenomenon, each historical person in their individual originality and 
uniqueness. A separate place in social cognition belongs to social philosophy, or 
philosophy of society. Social philosophy investigates society in its integral system 
city, which cannot be reduced simply to a mechanical set of its constituent elements. 
Social philosophy considers it in a universal aspect as a special part of the universe. 
That is why society is interpreted using generalized concepts - philosophical 
categories. Social philosophy is the application of general philosophical laws to the 
analysis of social phenomena and processes, considers issues related to what society 
is how it functions and develops; what is the role of a person (personality) in this 
development. 
Social philosophy studies social systems, their functioning and evolution, social 
institutions and social values, society as a whole and its development. The tasks of 
social philosophy also include the study of human nature and its changes over many 
years, identifying the meaning of history, as far as possible, its main trends. Social 
philosophy pays special attention to the study of modern society and the prospects for 
its development in the foreseeable future. Contemporary social philosophy should 
also provide an analysis and criticism of existing social concepts like liberalism, 
conservatism and socialism. Social philosophy explores the features of social 
cognition in general and the possibility of achieving objective knowledge about 
society and its history. Thus, she analyzes not only the relationship and connections 
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of society with other spheres of reality surrounding and embracing people, 
comprehending the general problems of the existence of nature and man, but also 
studies the specific patterns of manifestation of social life of people, which are its 
characteristics as a special form of being of the world as a whole. As a science, social 
philosophy develops its own categories, with the help of which it explores the 
essence and characteristics of the existence of people in society at all stages of its 
development: “social being”, “social consciousness”, "social relations", “Social 
activities”, “culture”, etc. These philosophical categories represent the most abstract 
forms of the logic of displaying social practice. In them, the movement of thought is 
carried out to an adequate comprehension of social reality, universal properties of 
various ways of human activity are developed. It is the philosophical categories that 
make it possible to identify and formulate principles and laws that are significant for 
any sphere of social activity, to obtain objective and evidence-based knowledge about 
human life. In contrast to the concepts of other social sciences, which fix only certain 
aspects and properties of social reality, the categories of social philosophy represent 
the stages of cognition of social processes as a whole, as a result of which their role 
in the cognition of the laws of human life is especially significant. Social philosophy 
is a constantly developing doctrine, because thanks to its scientific foundations - 
universal categories through which the analysis of social processes is carried out, it 
retains its subject. However, unlike all other branches of knowledge about society, 
social philosophy has no once and for all conquered solutions, although it seems to 
constantly discuss the same problems.  
The fact is that the general concepts through which a certain field of research is 
explicated by social philosophy is a way of revealing a certain, always present, 
subject-object relationship of the social life of people. The subject-object relationship 
changes historically, in time and space, and each time it is necessary to solve the 
constantly arising questions: what is real and what is unreal, what is objective and 
what is subjective, etc. The meaning of all this is not that the supposedly unresolved 
question of the primary-secondary nature of being and consciousness is being 
resolved. Social philosophy, using the technique of conceptual analysis, in each 
subject-object situation must re-solve the issues of human existence, distributing in 
them the objective and subjective, the real and the unreal in different ways. Naturally, 
each time this should be established specifically, taking into account all the features 
of the present development of a particular situation.  
Analyzing social life, social philosophy, naturally, cannot but rely in its 
conclusions neither the results of its specific research in private social sciences. After 
all, philosophy is not the opposite of science, it, as already mentioned, is in many 
respects analogous to science and often works using the same methods, exploring 
social processes. However, embarking on the path of generalizing the concrete 
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scientific material of history, psychology, sociology, cultural studies, political science 
and other branches of social science, social philosophy should give an impeccable 
and coherent overall picture of the integral world of people's social life.  
After all, social philosophy is a special level of scientific generalization of facts 
and conclusions obtained by various branches of social science to identify the 
integrative properties of social processes. At the same time, given aimed at the 
knowledge of their life of people as a whole, social philosophy cannot carry out such 
a generalization within the framework of these sciences, classifying and synthesizing 
only analytical material. After all, if philosophy is guided in its conclusions only by 
special scientific experience, for example, from sociology and history, then it 
naturally finds itself in a position that replaces its theoretical results of studies of 
branch knowledge (for example, sociology or history). In this case, it is quite natural 
that the need for this kind of science, repeating or replacing others, by itself 
disappears. 
Conclusion: Thus, social philosophy always, as it were, returns thought to social 
being - the beginning of thought about it or thinking as its beginning. Thus, social 
philosophy constantly shows the possibilities of endless development of the very 
existence of people. Social philosophy in this sense develops the ability to look at 
one's own thinking, as it were, from the outside. This makes it possible to think the 
beginning of thought and be responsible for your thought and your being. People also 
exist, but social philosophy asks the question: how are they possible, by sending 
thought to the point of creation - the most real process of human life and relates to it 
with its people. 
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